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THE KOREAN WAR

Exploitation of the prisoners issue continues to loom largest in
the Korean propagende picture as Moscow, Peking and Pyongyang
insist that Americaon mistreatment of POW's exceeds the worst
excesses of the Hitlerites. Voluntary repatristion is compared
to the greatest hoexes of history--the Reichstag fire, Hitler's
"liberation" of the Sudetenland, and the Swiss Red Cross leadcrs’
‘vhite-washing of the Nazi concentretion camps. Despite the
intransigent note of most Communist comment, Peking declares thet
the Sino-Korean proposal of 2 May provides the basis for a Just
and humene peace, and that en ermistice can be attained quickly if
end vhen the Americans withdraw their insistence on retaining
coptured personnel.

BW as an issue of solitary concentration has virtuelly disappesred
from Soviet comment, but within the larger framework of the continue
ing assault on Americen bestiality, it remains a consistent point

of reference. Peking's comment on BW hags increased somewhet in

the internationel service, primarily in English, es & result of

ncw attention to the Enoch/Quinn confessions. Pyongyang continues
to stress the need for sanitery preceutions to prevent epldemics.

While the assault on American depravity continues at & high pitch
in Chinese output, Peking pointedly fails to report the trial of
Anerican-sponsored North Koreans who allégedly slaughtered 35,000
Koreans during U,N, occupation of the Sinchon area of Hwangh&e Pro-
vince. Pyongyeng hes given the trials wide coverage, while Moscow
has mentioned the affalr in press transmissions but not in voice
bro&dcasts. All three trensmitters pay increasing attention to
South™orean affairs, and sensitivity to the role of the Chinese in
Korea 1s auggested by Pyongyang's special tribute to the Chinese,

fojc Isloand a New Buchenwald: There hes as yet heen no large-scele relax-
ation of the coordinated assault on American mistrestment of prisoﬁers,

and this campaign, tied in with refercnces to tho negotictions, remeins
-the focal point of most comment on the war. HMoscow echoes Peking and
Pyongyang is declaring that the POV "massacres" exceed the worst crimes of
Hitdler end that KojevIsland has become the successor So Buchenweld, Oswiecim
and Maidenclk. Soviet vituperation rcachcs its height in reporting-the'dEJ
tails of a protest meeting of Soviet workers in Moscow on 29 Mey, bub the
intensity of the denunciation does not exceed that which characteriged tho
previous Moscow protest mecting on bacteriological warfars. Nor has Moscow
reported anything comparable to the rash of protest neetings throughout the
USSR such as followed the Moscow BW mecting. The present TQG Moy - ). June)
heavy concentration on the POV question, with 13 percent of all Soviet
commentaries specifically devoted to the subject, nonetheless revresents s
sharp drop Trom the previous week (19-25 fay) vhen the Figure wes 22 percaent.
The Tact that Chinese propaganda follows a similar pattern suggests thet

the previous highs represent expedicnt oxploitation of the prisoner disorders

Co 'z




FAR EAST B'RVEY
§ TUNE 1952

and arc intended to affcet the negotiations, end that the propagende will

not be sustained at such high levels nor have as wide a scope rs the BYW
charges. '

POW/truc& negotiation comment in Chinese international scrvices n=g remained
fairly constant during thic two-woeck period at about 25 percvent of all items,
but the Tigure is somewhat distorted by the fact that during the sccond weck
there was a tendency to conzentrate the references in broadeasts directed to
English-speaking audicnces., In contradistinction to Chinesc regionals' heavy
concentration on BYW during the height of that campaign, there hove been no
references to the POV disorders in these trensmissions.

Denuncietion and Cajolery Characterize Chinese Comment: Although Peking's
propaganda hes veen roclentless in essalling tne Awcricans for their abuse
of priegoncrs, specific references to the negotiations continue to note that
.agraement 1s still possible if the Awericans will withdrew their unreasoned
insistence on voluntary repatrietion, ‘'tThe threatening implicetions of such
remarks as that of Nam IT that the Chinese "will not stend by" while
priscners are nassacred arce somewnat mitigated by the frequent spperls to
the Americans to hasten the end of the wer and the sutscquent, relsxetion of
international tensions. Moscow's truculence is less dil:ted end there rre
few refercnces to the still-cxisting possibility of a truce,

Americens Don't Want Peace in Korved:- Moscow, Peling end Pyongyeng insist
that the POW disorders arc the result of a definite plen to prevent s peece-
ful suttlement end demonstrate thet the Americens fear peace more thrn wer,
There are the fomilier contentions that military men have enriched themselves
through the misusc of military funds, thet the threat of war must be meinteined
to keep'ghe American people under the domination of Well Street munitions
kings, and in order to prevent a gencral collapse of Amcrica's wer-geared
economy. Also, the Americans are said to fear that peace end the relexetion
of tensions will further aggravate the dissatisfaction of the Americens!

NATO sotellites and make it more difficult to keep thiese recelcitrant
partncrs in line,

No Indication That Talks Meov be ¥Wrecked; There sre no concrete propagands
indicotions, hovever, thclt the Communists foresee o disruption of the Triks

or that they ere prepered to resort to militery ection to supp'ement their
truculence. References to the possible disruption of the talks Lkeve Leen
infrequent these last two weeks, although the Americans heve been specificelly
charged with o desire to stall end wreck the negotimtions

Peking Revives Enoch/Quinn confessions: Recent verietions in Moscow end

the coordinotion cmong the two mojor sources on this subdject, ""he con-
fession of American flier Robert Gilzrol, presented by Moscow moré then n
month ago, has not as yet been mentioned by Peking, although it would seem
to Dbuttress the Enoch/Quinn depositions. Peking, on the other hend, hes
revived these latier confessions--especially -in broadeasts in English--with
new interrogations, intervicws and supplementary depositions which edd little
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thet is new, This incrcesed cttentlon has not been reflected in the
general broedcasts to Aslen sudiences or in the regional transmissions,
go that the general level of attention to BW remains low. HMHowever, as
is the case with Moscow, BW is & consistent component of the generel
atrocity propagende in which the POW disorders now loom largest,

. "Red" Dean Sees Proof of BW: Peking has nov added Hewlett Johnson, the

T"Red" Dean of Canterbury, to the list of westerners testifying to the
truth of the BW charges. The Dean, now in Peking, declared after e study
of the evidence and telks with sclentists and witnesses that the testimony
was "most damning" and left no doubt as to American guilt.

Pyongyang's concern with BW remaeins centered on the need for constent
sanitary precautions to prevent a spread of American-disseminated disease.

Peking Silent on Sinchon Trials: Pyongyeng has in the last week given
hieavy play ©o the trials of Koreans who under the direct command of en
American lieutenent allegedly participated in the slaughter of 35,000
Korean civilians during the Americans' occupation of Sinchon County in
Hwanghae Province. Although Moscow has reported the trisls in Morse snd
Hellschreiber breadcasts, but not in voice transmissions, Peking lhies notl
mentioned them as uet. This silence is reminiscent of Pcking's comnlete
reticence concerning the Kaesong spy triels of several months ego, when
Pyongyong transnissions were devoting e mejor pert of their trensmissions
to the trigl proceedings.

Appeals to South Koreans Increase: Peking, Moscow and Pyongyeng continue

tTo Increase the volume oi references to the situation in South Korea. All
three report the growth of partisan har=ssment of the U,N, and ROK forces
and intimate that Syngmwn Rhee's imposition of martiel lew stems et lesst

in part from an inability to control this growing resistence. Peking re- -
ports (but only in Mandarin) that a large number of ROK troops ere defecting
to the Communists, end Pyongyang eppeals to the troops to "point their guns
ot the enemy Americens" ond Syngman Rhee traitors. Rhee's querrel with the
Nationel Assembly i1s described as the result of a struggle for personal power,
and as a demonstration of his unbridled smbition to be president "for life."
Perhaps because of defensiveness concerning the situation in North Kores,
Pyongyang dwells at length upon the deterioreting living conditions through-
out the south, with famine and mess suvicides said to be rampent.

Chinese Are the Best Friends of the Koreans: Sensitivity to the stete of
Sino-Xorean relations secems Indicated by Pyongyang's recent stress upon the
contribution thet the Chinese have made to:the Korean people and their struggle
for independence. The Korcans are told that the Chinesc are supporting them
"with their blood" and that Chinese troops help the farmers in harvesting
crops. There are frequent references to Chinese donations to buy guns rnd
planes for use against the American inveders. Pyongyang seys that the

Resist America, Aid Koreca campalgn is active in ecvery pert of the Chinese
mainlend. This reference to RAAK comes at & time when the cempaign hes
virtually disappeared from Chinese regional comment,
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